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made to him to march on Paris at the head of their troops. c Who,' he asked, c will defend the frontier if we desert it ? And what will become of France if the miseries of a civil war are added to onr war against the foreigner ? ' By this caution he kept the excitement in check, but, at the same time, he none the less felt very strongly on the subject of the recent coup d'etat. He adored his country, and would have wished to see her saved without being brought under the yoke of a tyrant.
My father's chief motive, as I have said, in making me
go through my service in the ranks, was to get rid of my
rather foolish   schoolboy  air, which my short stay in the
world of Paris had not removed.    He succeeded beyond his
hopes, for, living in the middle of the boisterous hussars,
and having for my tutor a kind of Pandour who laughed at
all my follies, I learnt to suit my conduct to my company,
and for fear of being laughed at for my shyness I became a
perfect daredevil.    I was not, however, as yet qualified to be
admitted into a sort of brotherhood which, under the name
of c the gang,5 drew its initiated from all the squadrons of
the 1st Hussars.    The cgang' was composed of the most
reckless and the bravest soldiers of the regiment; its members
supported each other against all comers, especially in presence
of the enemy.    They  called  each  other by the name of
lousticj- and were to be known by means of a notch made*
with a knife in the first button of the row on the right side
of the pelisse and the jacket.   The officers knew of the
existence of the gang, but as its greatest crimes were limited
to the occasional looting of sheep and fowls, or playing tricks
on the inhabitants, while, on the other hand, the loustics were
always the first under fire, the chiefs winked at it.    Feather-
brain that I was, I was eager to be admitted into this society
of roysterers ;  it seemed to me that it would  give  me  a
respectable position among my comrades ; but it was all very
well to frequent the fencing-school, to learn foil and broad-
sword, pistol and carbine, to elbow out of the way everyone
* joker ' ; German, lustig.    The term seems to have been fesfc im use in the Swiss regiments of the later Monarchy (Littre).card, first produced in 1815.e gale
